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Dusty Anderson, Chairman of the Board
Agriculture is the driving force behind South Dakota’s economy. 
In order to grow our rural communities and compete in a global 
economy, the ag sector will need to provide willing, well trained and 
able leaders.

It was this principle that led the South Dakota Livestock Foundation 
to establish the SDARL program in 1999. We are about to embark 
on our 10th anniversary and have just launched SDARL Class V. 
The SDARL program has joined the ranks of some thirty-seven 
other agricultural leadership programs throughout the United States 
and has quickly identified itself as a flagship to other programs.

As Chairman of SDARL’s Board of Directors, I am proud that 150 
South Dakotan’s have graduated from or are presently participating 
in SDARL.

Those same 150 members are serving their communities via school, 
city, church, economic development and county commission boards. 
They are also serving on state and national commodity and ag 
lending boards.  They are in the South Dakota legislature, Governor 
appointees, and on international humanitarian projects.

It’s yet to be determined just how far these SDARL members will go 
on a personal and professional level. It’s our responsibility as board 
members to provide the avenue for these great leaders. 

 

Greetings from 

Board of Directors
Dusty Anderson, Chairman

Parkston, South Dakota

John Haverhals, Vice-Chair
Hudson, South Dakota
Lynn Hurley
Canton, South Dakota
Lucas Lentsch
Britton, South Dakota
Monte Lucas
Rapid City, South Dakota

Larry Diedrich
Elkton, South Dakota
Craig Dybedahl
Colton, South Dakota
Dan Gee, Treasurer
Brookings, South Dakota
Bill Hansen, Secretary
Centerville, South Dakota
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South Dakota Agricultural and Rural 
Leadership (SDARL)

Background
 
 SDARL was formed in 1999 and is dedicated to 

identifying and developing leaders in agriculture and 
rural communities.  This unique program is designed 
to provide leadership training to rural residents from 
farming, ranching, agri-industry, and agricultural 
organizations.  The goal is to assist program participants 
in gaining the vision, knowledge, confidence, and 
commitment necessary to assume leadership roles in 
South Dakota’s agricultural industry.

Program

Each SDARL class is comprised of approximately thirty 
individuals from a variety of locations and occupations. 
They have all demonstrated past leadership, a thirst for 
additional learning and a willingness to serve.

The application process consists of a lengthy application 
and three letters of reference. Candidates and their 
spouses are interviewed by a committee with the final 
selection determined by the SDARL Board of Directors.

Each class spans an 18-month period. The group meets 
nine times across South Dakota for intense two-to-three 
day seminars Each class also participates in Washington 
DC and international travel study seminars.   

Mission

 SDARL is dedicated to identifying and developing 
leadership for agriculture and rural communities in 
order to enhance the quality of life in South Dakota.

Funding

 SDARL is a private non-profit organization that relies 
primarily on foundation, organization, corporate and 
individual contributions. The cost of the program  
for the current class is estimated to be $450,000. 
Members are responsible for providing $3,750 each  
to help defray expenses.

Jan Everson
Program Assistant

GREETINGS FROM 

 Denny Everson
Executive Director

2008 marked my first year as 
the new Executive Director 
of South Dakota Ag & Rural 
Leadership.  What an honor 
and privilege it has been 
to serve in this leadership 
capacity.

SDARL was developed as a 
long-range solution to insure 
that South Dakota would 
continue to be the beneficiary 
of strong ag leadership.  This 
program has joined the ranks 
of some thirty-seven other ag 
leadership groups throughout 
the United States.

The program now has 31 
new participants within Class V.  It takes critical mass and 
strong dedicated participants for a leadership program to 
succeed and earn the respect that it deserves.  I believe the 
SDARL program has met and will continue to embrace that 
challenge.  It is our mission to prepare and motivate men 
and women directly involved in South Dakota agriculture to 
become more effective leaders.

Michelle Robbins
Program Director
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SDARL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

 Dan Gee
Director of Alumni Affairs

Rae Jean Gee
Alumni Assistant

The SDARL Alumni Association is privileged to have 119 
dedicated individuals from the first four SDARL classes. 
The association meets several times a year and holds evening 
banquets to coincide with the current class’s schedule. Annual 
meetings are held in January and alternate between Pierre 
and Rapid City. The group also offers study seminars in the 
United States and abroad as options for continued learning.  
Alumni members have proven their willingness to serve as 
they fill hundreds of roles within their local communities, 
across South Dakota, in the state legislature, and on national 
commodity boards. 

Class IV at Forbidden City, Beijing, China

Class V Curriculum & Schedule  
Session 1
November 22-23, 2008; Chamberlain
 -Orientation/Introduction to SDARL
 -Personality Analysis

Session 2
December 9-12, 2008; Brookings
 -Leadership, Communication Skills, Wind Energy

Session 3
January 27-29, 2009; Pierre
 -Political Process:  State Government

Session 4
February 22-28, 2009; Washington, DC
 -National Study/Travel Seminar
 -Social, Political, Economic, and Agricultural Issues

Session 5
March 31-April 2, 2009; Rapid City
 -Rural/Urban Economic Development
 -National Issues Forum, Military,  

Session 6
June 9-12, 2009; Hill City/Custer
 -Natural Resources/The Environment
 -Forestry, Mining, Range Management
 
Session 7
November 11-13, 2009; Milbank/Aberdeen
 -Dairy Industry
 -Expanding Agriculture in South Dakota
 - Immigration

Session 8
December 13-15, 2009; Sioux Falls
 -Ag’s Future
 -Media and Communication

Session 9
January 12-14, 2009; Mitchell/Huron
 -Investing in SD Ag, Ag Foreign Policy 
 -Value-added Ag

Session 10
February 2010; International
 -Country yet to be determined

Session 11
March 20-21, 2009; Chamberlain
 -Graduation
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Tammy Anderson
Veterinarian
CrossRoads Veterinary Clinic
PO Box 300
Bowdle, SD  57428
Spouse: Mark
(605) 285-6445 (Home)
(605) 285-6888 (Office)
(605) 280-6711 (Cell)
sddoctam@venturecomm.net 
Memberships: South Dakota Veterinary Medical 
Assoc., American Veterinary Medical Assoc.
 

Travis Antonsen
Special Projects Coordinator
South Dakota Soybean Processors
1818 Sawgrass Circle
Brookings, SD  57006
Spouse: Angela
(605) 692-2022 (Home)
(605) 627-6120 (Office)
(605) 690-5089 (Cell)
travis.antonsen@sdsbp.com
 
Memberships: First Lutheran Church-Volga, 
Brookings Optimist Club 

Frank Bloom
Producer
14644 Antelope Creek Rd.
Rapid City, SD  57703
Spouse: Marcene
(605) 343-0025 (Home)
(605) 390-9200 (Cell)
bloom@wildblue.net
 
Memberships: Stockgrowers, SD Auctioneers 
Assoc., SD Well Drillers Assoc., SD Stack Mov-
ers Assoc., NRA, R-Calf, Custer Co. Fair board 

Debra Dodson
Exec. Asst. to the Director / Producer
VA Black Hills Health Care System
18926 Eichler Rd.
Newell, SD  57760
Spouse: Ed
(605) 456-1520 (Home)
(605) 720-7311 (Office)
(605) 490-1852 (Cell)
deb.dodson@med.va.gov
 
Memberships: VA committees, task forces 

CLASS V MEMBERS

Class I at Parliament in New Wales, Australia

Class III at Carter Ranch in Brazil

Class II at U.S. Embassy in London, England
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Kevin Hoff
Producer
Hoff Farms
44994 232nd St.
Madison, SD  57042
(605) 256-3802 (Home)
(605) 270-1893 (Cell)
kevin@kevinhofffarms.com
 
Memberships: Lake County 4-H Leader, Lake 
County Livestock Assoc., Farmington Township 
Supervisor 

Nancy Johnson
Producer
Granite View Farms, Inc.
14962 483rd Ave.
Milbank, SD  57252
Spouse: Michael
(605) 432-5600 (Home)
(605) 432-5600 (Office)
(605) 880-6257 (Cell)
mnjohn@tnics.com
 
Memberships: Grant County Zoning board, Grant 
County FSA committee, SD Cattlemen’s, SD Cat-
tle Feeders Council, SD Corn Growers 

Matt Johnson
Producer
Johnson Farms
42840 143rd St.
Webster, SD  57274
Spouse: Melanie
(605) 345-3334 (Home)
(605) 345-3334 (Office)
(605) 380-7435 (Cell)
johnsonfarms@itctel.com
 
Memberships: SD Wheatgrowers Board member 

Lynn Kruse
Manager of Operations
Dakota Energy Coop
40294 US Hwy. 14
Huron, SD  57350
(605) 352-7990 (Home)
(605) 352-8591 (Office)
(605) 354-1186 (Cell)
lkruse@dakotaenergy.coop
 
Memberships: Past President Huron Kiwanis, 
SD Line Supts. Assoc., SD Rural Electric Assoc. 

Ray Epp
Producer
Sylliaasen-Epp Joint Venture
30849 448th Ave.
Mission Hill, SD  57046-6106
Spouse: Pamela
(605) 668-0855 (Home)
(605) 665-7267 (Office)
(605) 661-7099 (Cell)
rpepp@svtv.com
 
Memberships: “Men of Iron” Bible study at 
Yankton Prison, Clay-Yankton Irrigators Assoc., 
SF Harley Owners

Nicolien Hammink
Dairy Owner
Hammink Dairy
19890 470th Ave.
Bruce, SD  57220
Spouse: Wim
(605) 693-3818 (Home)
(605) 693-3818 (Office)
(605) 690-6163 (Cell)
hammink@itctel.com
 
Memberships: Brookings Area Chamber of 
Commerce 

Kip Hansen
Sr. Lender/V-P Ag-Commercial Lender
Dacotah Bank
3531 12th Ave. NW
Watertown, SD  57201
Spouse: Jeanne
(605) 882-8965 (Home)
(605) 886-0645 (Office)
(605) 520-0262 (Cell)
kip.hansen@dacotahbank.com
 
Memberships: SD Bankers Assoc., Junior 
Achievement, Chamber, Watertown Wrestling 
Booster, First United Methodist 

Jody Heemstra
Farm Director
KWAT Radio
416 11th St. NW
Watertown, SD  57201
(605) 881-4929 (Cell)
jheemstra@iw.net
 
Memberships: Nat’l Assoc. of Farm Broadcast-
ing, Chamber, Red Cross, Big Stone Walleye 
Classic Fishing Tournament Chairperson 
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Eric Mousel
SDSU Gerdes Cow Camp Mgr./
Extension Livestock Specialist
SDSU, Box 2170
Brookings, SD  57007
(605) 688-5455 (Office)
(605) 690-4974 (Cell)
eric_mousel@sdstate.edu
 
Memberships: Society for Range Mgmt, American 
Forage and Grassland Council, SD Cattlemen’s, 
SD Extension Specialist Assoc., American Society 
of Agronomists 

Michelle Olson
Tax Preparer and Farmer
Kippley Accounting and Kippley Angus Farm
213 5th Ave. NW
Aberdeen, SD  57401
Spouse: Darrin
(605) 229-5769 (Home)
(605) 229-2124 (Office)
(605) 380-2287 (Cell)
jkippley@nrctv.com
 
Memberships: Chamber Ag Committee, 4-H 
leader, Exchange Club 

Bryan Prins
Producer
Prins Ranch, Inc. and Prins Cattle Company
12300 451st Ave.
Sisseton, SD  57262
Spouse: Sheila Mundahl-Prins
(605) 698-7395 (Home)
(800) 630-1940 (Office)
(800) 630-1940 (Cell)
prinsranch@hotmail.com
 
Memberships: Drywood Lake Township Super-
visor, First Presbyterian Church, Sisseton Rop-
ing Club, Hills and Valley Riding Club 

Becky Randall
RN-Instructor/Producer
SDSU College of Nursing
48031 248th St.
Dell Rapids, SD  57022
Spouse: Michael
(605) 428-3077 (Home)
(605) 359-3642 (Cell)
rand77all@yahoo.com
 
Memberships: Dell Rapids Booster Club, Dell 
Rapids Band Parents Assoc., Lutheran Church,  
4-H leader, Sigma Theta Tau 

David Lambert
Director of Regional Development
Mitchell Area Development Corp.
P.O. Box 295
Parker, SD 57053
Spouse: Virginia Wishard Lambert
(605) 297-3399 (Home)
(605) 996-1140 (Office)
(605) 999-8749 (Cell)
dlambertmadc@santel.net
 
Memberships: Parker Community Club, Parker 
Development Corp., Presbyterian Churches of 
SD, Great Plains Ethanol (Poet) board member 

Jeremy Lehrman
Executive Director
SD Pork Producers
507 SE 4th St.
Madison, SD  57042
Spouse: Bethany
(605) 530-5909 (Home)
(605) 332-1600 (Office)
(605) 530-5909 (Cell)
jlehrman@sdppc.org
 
Memberships: Trinity Lutheran Church, Block & 
Bridle, SD Livestock Foundation, Ag United 

Nathan Meland
Producer
Meland Farm Inc.
43812 156th St.
Wallace, SD  57272
Spouse: Kathy
(605) 758-2123 (Home)
(605) 520-4223 (Cell)
meland@itctel.com
 
Memberships: Webster FFA Advisory Board, 
MAST—hosts foreign college students 

Jason Mischel
VP of Sales & Procurement
Valley Queen Cheese
PO Box 351
Milbank, SD  57252
Spouse: Heidi
(605) 432-6946 (Home)
(605) 432-9637 (Office)
(605) 467-1006 (Cell)
jmischel@vqcheese.com
 
Memberships: Midwest Dairy Institute Dairy 
Committee, Milbank Community Pride 
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Shirley Singrey
Assoc. Territory Manager
Pfizer Animal Health
389 N. Walnut Ave.
Parker, SD  57053
Spouse: Joel
(605) 297-0110 (Home)
(605) 360-6546 (Cell)
shirley.j.singrey@pfizer.com
 
Memberships: CERES, American Legion Aux-
iliary, American Nat’l Cattlewomen, SD Cattle-
men’s Auxiliary 

David Skaggs
Dairy Development Specialist
SD Dept of Ag
523 E. Capitol Ave.
Pierre, SD  57501
(605) 773-5436 (Office)
(605) 280-4837 (Cell)
david.skaggs@state.sd.us
 
Memberships: Pierre Chamber of Commerce 

Ray Smith
Bank President
First National Bank
PO Box 563
Philip, SD  57567
Spouse: Donna
(605) 859-2654 (Home)
(605) 859-2525 (Office)
(605) 441-0206 (Cell)
ray@fnbphilip.com
 
Memberships: Philip Chamber of Commerce, 
Philip Economic Development, Knights of Colum-
bus, Sacred Heart Church, Mid Dakota Economic 
Development Co. 

Doug Theel
Ag Lender
Farm Credit Services of America
2510 N. Plaza Dr.
Rapid City, SD  57702-6222
Spouse: Colette
(605) 348-1409 (Home)
(605) 342-0678 (Office)
(605) 381-5329 (Cell)
theeld@fcsamerica.com
 
Memberships: Rapid Chamber of Commerce, 
Rushmore Rotary, Black Hills Stock Show Foun-
dation, Central States Fair, Black Hills Sports-
man’s Club, United Way 

William “BJ” Richter
Producer
Richter Ranch, Inc.
1107 5th St.  PO Box 121
Britton, SD  57430
Spouse: Kyla
(605) 994-7600 (Cell)
williamjrichter@gmail.com
 
Memberships: Knights of Columbus

Dawn Scheier
Producer
Scheier Farms
44359 246th St.
Salem, SD  57058
Spouse: Patrick
(605) 247-3266 (Home)
(605) 421-0986 (Cell)
dscheier5@hotmail.com
 
Memberships: St. Mary Altar Society, Salem 
Community Women 

Dave Schroth
Ranch Manager
777 Ranch
25398 SD Hwy. 79
Fairburn, SD  57738
(605) 255-4746 (Home)
(605) 390-5851 (Cell)
daveschroth@msn.com
 
Memberships: Nat’l Bison Assoc., American 
Bison Society, Dakota Territory & Bison, Fair-
burn Fire Dept., Nat’l Intercollegiate Rodeo As-
soc., PRCA Member 

Brendan Sheppard
Producer
Sheppard Grain, Inc.
47600 SD Hwy. 34
Egan, SD  57024
Spouse: Sandra
(605) 997-2286 (Home)
(605) 530-5090 (Cell)
shep_sandy@hotmail.com
 
Memberships: Brookings Wesleyan Church, 
Farm Credit Services of America marketplace 
advisor, Flandreau Booster Club, SD Corn 
Growers, SD Soybean Growers, Moody County 
Republicans 
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WANTED 30
Highly motivated 

individuals 
with demonstrated 

leadership 
potential for  

SDARL Class VI
Selection Criteria

n Resident of South Dakota and citizen of the United 
States

n Involved in farming, ranching, agribusiness, 
rural leadership, or other agriculturally-related 
occupations

n Demonstrated leadership potential

Application/Selection Process
n January-March 2010

-Class VI applications available on SDARL website
n March 15, 2010

-Deadline for submitting completed applications 
and reference information

n April 2010
-Written applications and references reviewed
-Selected candidates and spouses interviewed in 
six locations across SD

n May 2010
-Class VI participants selected by SDARL Board of 
Directors

n June 2010
-Class VI announced to public

n November 2010
-SDARL Class VI begins

Scott Vance
Co-owner
Faith Livestock Commission
PO Box 36
Faith, SD  57626
Spouse: Toni
(605) 739-5501 (Home)
(605) 967-2200 (Office)
(605) 484-7127 (Cell)
scott@faithsd.com
 
Memberships: President South Dakota Live-
stock Auction Market Assoc., United Methodist 
Church 

Doug Wevik
Producer
Wevik Farms
47172 307th St.
Beresford, SD  57004
Spouse: Chris
(605) 253-2846 (Home)
(605) 957-5477 (Cell)
dougwev@knology.net
 
Memberships: Roseni Lutheran Church, SE SD 
Experiment Farm board, Beresford School Board 

Adam Wirt
Technology Development Specialist
Poet Research
46747 US Hwy. 18
Lennox, SD  57039
Spouse: Melissa Pinkert-Wirt
(605) 647-0476 (Home)
(605) 965-2219 (Office)
(605) 351-4658 (Cell)
adam.wirt@poet.com
 
Memberships: SD Born & Bred Lamb Assoc., 
Bethany Lutheran Church, mgr. Little I 
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Greetings from SDARL 
Alumni Association 
President, Lynn Hurley
VISION LEADERSHIP 
—To Create Tomorrow’s Future

That really is what the SDARL 
experience is all about. Vision is 
certainly what the South Dakota 
Livestock Foundation possessed when 
they instituted this organization 
ten years ago as an answer to what 
seemed like a dwindling supply of 

trained leaders for South Dakota’s ag industry. What was ten years in 
the making is now about to celebrate its 10th birthday! We are now 
119 strong in alumni with 31 more to join our ranks in March 2010 
following their graduation from SDARL Class V.

It has been truly a pleasure to serve as the president of the SDARL 
Alumni Association. I look forward to continuing to serve over 
the next year before turning over the reins to Bill Slovek, Class IV 
President and incoming Alumni President. I have had contact with 
many of you over the past twelve months and hope that you know that 
my ear is yours anytime you ask. I am anxious to hear your thoughts 
and ideas about where you think the SDARL Alumni Association goes 
next. Much has been accomplished, but much work lies ahead. 

If you remember what Bruce Vincent told each SDARL class, “The 
world is run by those who show up.” Our alumni association is no 
different. Your voice is important! Please make a point to attend 
the annual meeting and to introduce yourself to Class V members 
through the joint Class V/Alumni banquets that are held with most 
seminars. They need our support.

We hope you will enjoy using this directory to maintain contact with 
fellow classmates and to keep up to date with each one’s leadership 
accomplishments. I continue to be impressed as I watch my fellow 
alumni members with what seems to be weekly appointments and 
accomplishments. 

It is my hope that each and every SDARL member looks back on 
their two year journey with pride and fond memories. As we all 
know, graduation marks more of a beginning than an ending. As 
you peruse this directory and see what our members are currently 
involved with, I think you will find that to be true, as well. 

Thank you alumni for serving your community, your state and 
perhaps, most importantly, each other, through your leadership in 
South Dakota’s ag industry. Whether it be county commission boards, 
state board appointments by the governor, serving in our legislature 
(which we currently have three), or any one of the other hundreds 
of capacities that you may serve in – thank you. Your commitment 
and dedication prove that your journey through SDARL was worth 
the time, effort and sacrifice that it required. You make the SDARL 
program proud. We are creating tomorrow’s future. 

Bill Aeschlimann
Class 1
Dakota Lamb Feedlots
Owner/Operator
45190 282nd St.
Hurley, SD  57036
Spouse: Karol
daklamb@iw.net
(605) 238-5869 (Home)
(605) 351-4064 (Office)
(605) 238-5693 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Mt. States Lamb/Rosen Coop Director, SD Sheep Growers 
Director, SD Animal Industry Board, Dept of Vet Science Animal Disease 
Research Lab Advisory Council, Minnesota West/Pipestone Lamb and 
Wood Advisory Board, Farm Bureau, Nat’l Sheep Advisory Committee
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development

John Anderson
Class 4
USDA/FSA
District Director and Farmer
43461 208th St.
DeSmet, SD  57231
Spouse: Cherie
John.Anderson@sd.usda.gov
(605) 854-3273 (Home)
(605) 854-9101 (Office)
(605) 203-1664 (Cell)
 

Memberships: United Church of Christ Trustees (Chair)
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Finance, Economic Develop-
ment, Bio-energy

Mary Beth Assman
Class 2
Tripp Co. Farm Service Agency
Program Technician
28453 296th Ave.
Winner, SD 57580
mbassman@gwtc.net
(605) 879-2540 (Home)
(605) 730-0423 (Cell)
(605) 842-0603 (Office)
(605) 842-0738 (Fax) 

Memberships: Todd Co. Conservation District board, Southern Plains 
Mental Health board, Todd Co. Extension board, South Central RC & D 
board.

SDARL ALUMNI MEMBERS
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Travis Bies
Class 3
Bies Land & Cattle
Producer
25813 S. Fork Road
Fairburn, SD  57738
Spouse: Deanna
tdbies@mt-rushmore.net
(605) 255-4667 (Home)
(605) 390-0889 (Cell)

Memberships: Custer Co. Commission (Chair), 
Black Hills Advisory Board, G, F & P Advisory Panel, Custer Co. Conser-
vation Board, Black Hills Vision, Black Hills Elk Partnership, French Creek 
Water Project
 
Areas of Interest: Landowner Rights, Land Use, Livestock Development, 
Water Development, Hunting, Govt.

Wanda Blair
Class 1
Blair Ranch
Producer
19599 Bear Butte Rd.
Vale, SD  57788
Spouse: Edward
wandablair@agristar.net
(605) 347-1084 (Cell)

Memberships: State Brand Board, Vice-Presi-
dent of SD Farm Bureau, SD Cattlemen’s As-
soc., VP local school board

 
Areas of Interest: Beef Industry, Education

Bridget Blindert
Class 4
300 W. 123rd Ave, #2033
Westminster, CO  80234
bridgetblindert@hotmail.com
(605) 480-0607 (Cell)

Craig Blindert
Class 2
Blindert Insurance
Crop Insurance Agent/Producer
450 E. Sabers Ave.
Salem, SD  57058
Spouse: Glenda
blindagy@triotel.net
(605) 425-2729 (Home)
(605) 425-2076 (Fax)

Memberships: St. Mary’s Church, McCook Co. 
Farmers Union

Jay Behrends
Class 3
Farm Credit Services of America
Ag Lender
6850 Manchester St.
Summerset, SD  57769
Spouse: Christina
behrendsj@fcsamerica.com
(605) 718-7007 (Home)
(800) 685-3407 (Office)
(605) 342-0905 (Fax) 

Memberships: South Canyon Lutheran Church, Stage Barn Water Board, 
Black Hills Sportsmen, Young and Beginning Producer Team

 

Tim Bickett
Class 3
Hoop Beef System, LLC
Sales
29278 240th St.
Worthington, MN  56187
Spouse: Stacy
timbickett32@yahoo.com
(605) 741-0051 (Office)
(605) 670-5294 (Cell)
(605) 480-1513 (Home) 

Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Value-added Ag, Bio-energy, 
Economic Development

Craig Bieber
Class 4
Bieber Red Angus Ranch
Producer
11459 353rd Ave.
Leola, SD  57456
Spouse: Peggy
craig@bieberredangus.com
(605) 439-3545 (Home)
(605) 439-3628 (Office)
(605) 216-8169 (Cell)
(605) 439-3100 (Fax) 

Memberships: Red Angus Association of America, St. James Lutheran 
Church, SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., National Cattlemen’s Beef Assoc., SDRL 
SCAT Society
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Finance, Landowner Rights, 
Transportation, Economic Development, Govt., Education, Land Use, Bio-
energy, Livestock Development, Grain, Non-farm opportunities, Water 
Development, Youth in Ag, Value-added Ag, Recreation, Environment, 
Regulatory Oversight
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Cole Briggs
Class 1
Trails End Ranch
Producer
19001 Trails End Rd.
Midland, SD  57552
cole@dakota2k.net
(605) 567-3565 (Home)
(605) 280-4401 (Cell) 
Memberships: Nat’l Limousin Assoc., SD Lim-
ousin Assoc., Deep Creek Lutheran Church.

Ed Briggs
Class 2
Briggs Ranch
Producer
19194 Robbs Flat Rd.
Midland, SD  57552
briggsranch@gmail.com
(605) 567-3574 (Home)
(605) 280-8862 (Cell)

Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Land-
owner Rights, Livestock Development

Brad Brunner
Class 1
H.L. Brunner and Sons
Producer
19024 136th Ave.
Vale, SD  57788
Spouse: Laurie
bbru@sdplainswb.com
(605) 456-2656 (Home)
(605) 456-2656 (Fax) 

Memberships: Black Hills Cattlemen, SD Cat-
tlemen’s Assoc., SD Stockgrowers, Nat’l Cattle-

men’s Assoc., R-Calf, Montana Stockgrowers Assoc., SD Corn Growers 
Assoc., Nat’l Corn Growers Assoc.

 
Tom Brunner
Class 1
Brunner Dairy
Producer
18769 Quin Rd.
Nisland, SD  575762
Spouse: Quin
tqbruns@sdplains.com
(605) 257-2336 (Home)
(605) 257-2336 (Fax)

Memberships: Butte Electric Coop Director, SD 
Rural Electric Assoc., SD State Representative 
District 29.

 

Amy Blum
Class 4
St. Joseph’s Indian School/Double J Ranch
Communication Specialist/Producer
24273 339th Ave.
Reliance, SD  57569
Spouse: Jay
amy_blum@hotmail.com
(605) 734-0531 (Home)
(605) 234-3466 (Office)
(605) 730-1110 (Cell)

Memberships: SD Simmental Assoc., R-Calf, Farm Bureau, Direct Mar-
keting Assoc., PEO International

Area of Interest: Landowner Rights, Economic Development, Education, 
Livestock, Non-farm Opportunities, Tourism, Youth in Ag, Hunting 

Jay Blum
Class 1
Double J Ranch
Producer
24273 339th Ave.
Reliance, SD  57569
Spouse: Amy
jablum@midstatesd.net
(605) 734-0531 (Home)
(605) 730-0531 (Cell) 
Memberships: Farmers Union Oil Co., Nat’l 

Cattlemen’s Beef Assoc., SD Farmers Union, United Church of Christ, 
American Angus Assoc., SD Simmental Assoc., R-Calf, Executive Board 
- SD Democratic Party

Area of Interest: Communication/Marketing, Finance, Landowner Rights, 
Government, Land-use, Livestock, Grain, Value-added Ag, Hunting

 

Walt Bones
Class 2
Hexad Farms
Producer
46036 268th St.
Chancellor, SD  57015
Spouse: Janis
wbones_3@yahoo.com
(605) 526-6454 (Home)
(605) 297-4583 (Office)
(605) 940-8371 (Cell)
(605) 526-3360 (Fax) 

Memberships: Past President, SDARL Alumni, SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., 
SD Corn Growers Assoc., SD Soybean Assoc., SD Tax  Assessment Task 
Force 
Areas of Interest: Landowner Rights, Land Use, Bio-energy, Livestock De-
velopment, Grain, Value-added Ag
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Matt Connor
Class 1
Connor Farms
Producer
44082 234th  St
Winfred, SD  57076
Spouse: Catherine
mattconn@triotel.net
(605) 485-2640 (Home)
(605) 485-2640 (Office)
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, 

Transportation, Livestock Development, Regulatory Oversight

Jerry Cope
Class 3
South Dakota Wheat Growers
Transportation Mgr./Commodity Mgr.
38620 Laura Lane
Aberdeen, SD  57401
Spouse: Lori
Jerry.Cope@sdwg.com
(605) 299-6605 (Home)
(605) 225-5500 (Office)
(605) 216-5149 (Cell)
(605) 225-0859 (Fax) 

Memberships: St Mary’s Church, Aberdeen Soccer Assoc., Aberdeen 
Chamber Ag Committee, SD Grain and Feed Assoc. director, Nat’l Grain 
and Feed Assoc. Rail Shippers/Receivers Committee
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Transportation, Economic De-
velopment, Govt., Education, Land Use, Livestock Development, Grain, 
Non-farm Opportunities, Water Development, Youth in Ag, Recreation, En-
vironment, Hunting

Michael Crinion
Class 4
Dairy Owner
126 Pine Ridge Rd.
Brookings, SD  57006
Spouse: Patricia
mcrinion@valleyviewdairy.com
(605) 692-1045 (Home)
(605) 691-1045 (Cell)

Memberships: Dairyman’s Round Table Dis-
cussion Group, Central Plains Dairy Assoc., 
Brookings Rotary Club

Areas of Interest: Dairy Development, Renewable Fuels

Todd Bushong
Class 1
Bushong Farms & Medicine Creek Lodge, LLC
Producer
37295 185th St.
Tulare, SD  57476
Spouse: Ann
tbushong@dakotablue.net
(605) 472-3798 (Home)
(605) 472-3798 (Office)
(605) 460-1859 (Cell)
(605) 472-3798 (Fax)
 

Memberships: SD Wheat Growers board, SD Corn Growers Assoc., SD 
Farm Bureau, Pheasants Forever, Redfield Congregational Church 
Areas of Interest: Land Use, Tourism, Value-added Ag

Gary Cammack
Class 1
Cammack Ranch Supply Corp.
President
PO Box 100
Union Center, SD  57787
Spouse: Amy
gary@cammackranchsupply.com
(605) 985-5488 (Home)
(605) 985-5591 (Office)
(605) 515-0171 (Cell)
(605) 985-5593 (Fax)

Memberships: Community Baptist Church Board, Meade County Com-
mission, Central Meade Co. Community Center Board, Great Sturgis Life 
Care Foundation Board, Future Sturgis Committee, Meade Co. Republi-
cans, SD G, F & P Advisory Panel, Farm Bureau, SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., 
NCBA, SD Stockgrowers Assoc., R-Calf
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Economic Development, Land-
owner Rights, Govt., Livestock Development, Education, Bio-energy, Non-
farm Opportunities, Youth in Ag, Value-added Ag, Tourism, Recreation

Michelle Colestock
Class 4
Dakota Risk Management
Owner
PO Box 281
Groton, SD  57445
colestock@nvc.net
(605) 397-4481 (Home)
(605) 397-2299 (Office)
(605) 397-7007 (Cell)
(605) 397-2298 (Fax)

Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Grain, Livestock Develop-
ment, Recreation, Land Use, Bio-energy
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Kevin Deiter
Class 4
Dieter Bros. 
Producer
35147 163rd St.
Faulkton, SD  57438
Spouse: Carrie
kevindeiter@yahoo.com
(605) 598-4528 (Home)
(605) 598-6712 (Office)
(605) 380-8570 (Cell)

Memberships: American Chianina Assoc., SD Chianina Assoc.

Mark DeVries
Class 3
M Lazy V Ranch
Producer
24865 SD Hwy 63
Belvidere, SD  57521
Spouse: Nicole
marknic@gwtc.net
(605) 344-2289 (Home)
(605) 685-3561 (Cell)
 
Memberships: Belvidere Community Church, 

Belvidere Christian School Board, Alternative Instruction Assoc., Gideons 
International, SD Black-Tailed Prairie Dog working group, Jackson Co. 
Land and Natural Resources Planning committee, SD Stockgrowers As-
soc., SD Farm Bureau, SD Wheat Growers Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Landowners Rights, Livestock Development, 
Education

Lisa Dorschner
Class 4
SD Ag in the Classroom
Executive Director
904 S. Primrose Lane
Pierre, SD  57501
Spouse: Tony
Lisa@sdaclassroom.org
(605) 224-5503 (Home)
(605) 945-2306 (Office)
(605) 280-6339 (Cell)
(605) 224-7426 (Fax)

Memberships: SD Cattlewomen, Ag in the Classroom Consortium, SD 
Cattlemen’s Assoc., Washington School PTO, Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, 
Ag Unity
 
Areas of Interest: Education, Bio-energy, Livestock Development, Youth 
in Ag, Tourism

Jay Cutts
Class 3
Cutts Farms/Producer
Farmers’ Elevator/Mgr.
44681 309th St.
Mission Hill, SD  57046
Spouse: Leanne
cuttsfarms@svtv.com
(605) 665-9693 (Home)
(605) 665-9693 (Office)
(605) 661-9071 (Cell)
 

Memberships: Vangen Lutheran Church, Yankton Rural Fire
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Finance, Govt., Livestock, Grain

Darrell Davis
Class 2
Davis Farms
Producer
12434 357th Ave.
Ipswich, SD  57451
Spouse: Sylvia
dsdavis@valleytel.net
(605) 426-6586 (Home)
(605) 380-4240 (Cell)
(605) 426-6586 (Fax)

Memberships: SD Wheat Commission (Chairman), SD Soybean Assoc. 
(Secretary), SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., Rosette Township Supervisor, SD 
Corn Growers Assoc., US Wheat
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Transportation, Landowner 
Rights, Bio-energy,  Livestock Development, Grain, Value-added Ag, Hunting

Glen Davis
Class 4
Legend Seeds
CEO
43354 206th St.
DeSmet, SD  57231
Spouse: Janet
glen@legendseeds.net
(605) 584-3349 (Home)
(605) 854-3346 (Office)
(605) 203-0766 (Cell)
 

Memberships: American Seed Trade Association, Independent Professional 
Seed Association, American Lutheran Church,  De Smet Development Board,  
De Smet Chamber of Commerce, SD Retailers Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Grain (Seed)
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Mike Dykes
Class 1
John Morrell & Co.
Smoked Meats Product Manager
310 E. Kevin Dr.
Tea, SD  57064
Spouse: Sue
sueandmike@iw.net
(605) 498-2172 (Home)
(605) 330-3434 (Office)
 
Memberships: Boy Scout Parent Committee, 

Junior Achievement instructor, St. Nicholas Catholic Church, Morrell Club, 
United Way
 
Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Govt., Education, Livestock 
Development

Marshall Edleman
Class 2
Edleman Ranch
Producer
18958 429th Ave.
Willow Lake, SD  57278
Spouse: Carolyn
medleman@itctel.com
(605) 625-3900 (Home)
(605) 625-3171 (Office)
(605) 881-5005 (Cell)
 

Memberships: Presbyterian Church United, National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Assoc., SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., SDCGA
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Commodities/Marketing, Eco-
nomic Development, Value-added Ag

Clay Ekstrum
Class 2
Ekstrum Simmental
Producer
36220 257th St.
Kimball, SD  57355
Spouse: Jennifer
clayekstrum@midstatesd.com
(605) 778-6185 (Home)
(605) 778-6185 (Fax)
 
Memberships: Kimball Protestant Parish, Kim-

ball Rodeo Club, Horizons Community Leadership project
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Recreation, Hunting

Mary Duvall
Class 2
Farm Bureau
PO Box 453 115 S. Adams
Pierre, SD  57501
Spouse: Ron
mkduvall@pie.midco.net
(605) 224-4070 (Home)
(605) 224-1933 (Fax)
 
Memberships: SD Farm Bureau, Community 
Bible Church of Pierre, Oahe YMCA 

Areas of Interest: Govt., Land Use, Livestock Industry, Regulatory Oversight
 

Craig Dybedahl
Class 2
Pfizer Animal Health
Senior Territory Manager, Beef Group
46490 248th St.
Colton, SD  57018
Spouse: Bonnie
craig.dybedahl@pfizer.com
(605) 446-3148 (Home)
(605) 446-3147 (Office)
(605) 310-2279 (Cell)
(866) 590-0333 (Fax)

 
Memberships: SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., Nat’l Cattlemen’s Beef Assoc., 
Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce, Willow Creek Lutheran Church, SD 
Ag Education Advisory Board, SD Ag in the Classroom, SDARL Board
 
Areas of Interest: Education, Livestock Development, Youth in Ag

Penny Dye
Class 2
Dakota Hills Vet Clinic/Dyseville Angus
Owner & Veterinarian
24207 Daughenbaugh Rd.
Hermosa, SD  57744
Spouse: Jack
dyesvilleangus@aol.com
(605) 225-4586 (Home)
(605) 342-7498 (Office)
(605) 342-9168 (Fax)
 

Memberships: West River Veterinary Assoc., NAU-Vet Technician Pro-
gram, Alpha Psi Veterinary Fraternity, AVMA: SDVMA, Our Saviors Lu-
theran Church
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development
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Jeremy Freking
Class 4
South Dakota Biotech Association
Executive Director
3809 S. Terry Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD  57106
jfreking@sdbio.org
(605) 359-2665 (Home)
(605) 274-3714 (Office)
(605) 359-2665 (Cell)
(605) 274-3715 (Fax)
 

Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Bio-energy, Biotechnology, 
Govt., Grain, Livestock Development, Education, Environment, Regulatory 
Oversight, Youth in Ag, Value-added Ag

Kari Fruechte
Class 3
SDSU Extension
Community Development
138 Ag. Hall
Brookings, SD  57007
Kari.fruechte@sdstate.edu
(605) 688-4946 (Office)
(605) 690-8820 (Cell)
(605) 688-6733 (Fax)
 
Memberships: Nat’l Assoc. of Extension Com-

munity Development Professionals, Nat’l and SD Assn. of Extension 4-H 
Educators, SD Assoc. of Extension Specialists, Youth Leader, 4-H Adult 
Leader, Ceres
 

Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Youth in Ag, Education, Value-
added ag

Brian J. Gatzke
Class 3
Gatzke Appraisal & Rental
Appraiser & Real Estate
222 5th Ave. Suite 101
Brookings, SD 57006
Spouse: Carla
bgatzke4@brookings.net
(605) 693-2923 (Home)
(605) 692-9445 (Office)
(605) 691-2119 (Cell)
(605) 692-2119 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity board member, Ro-
tary International and Brookings Rotary Club, American Society of Farm 
Managers and Rural Appraisers, SD Chapter of American Society of Farm 
Managers and Rural Appraisers board member, Appraisal Institute, Brook-
ings Chamber of Commerce Ag Committee, Brookings Area Economic 
Development, American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers 
Nat’l Govt. Affairs Committee member

Areas of Interest: Landowner Rights, Economic Development, Land Use, 
Bio-energy, Water Development, Value-added Ag, Recreation, Environ-
ment, Regulatory Oversight, Hunting, Non-farm Opportunities, Land As-
sessment, Ag Real Estate, Taxation

John Fink
Class 1
New York Life Ins. Company
Financial Services Professional,  
Managing Partner
39973 285th St.
Delmont, SD  57330
Spouse: Londa
jfink@ft.newyorklife.com
(605) 779-5621 (Home)
(605) 770-6615 (Office)

Memberships: Avera St. Benedict board, Zion Lutheran Church elder
 
Areas of Interest: Economic Development

Nate Franzen
Class 1
First Dakota Bank
Sr. Vice-President, Market Mgr.
225 Cedar St. PO Box 156
Yankton, SD  57078
Spouse: Michelle
nfranzen@firstdakota.com
(605) 260-0188 (Home)
(605) 665-4903 (Office)
(605) 661-7061 (Cell)
(605) 668-2218 (Fax)

 
Memberships: LSS Foundation-board, Yankton Area Chamber (Presi-
dent), Yankton Economic Development Council, Yankton Area Progres-
sive Growth, SD Banker’s Ag/Commercial Lenders Committee, XYZ Corp., 
Kiwanis, Past President of SDARL Alumni
 
Areas of Interest: Finance, Govt., Youth in Ag, Hunting, Economic Devel-
opment, Strategic Planning

Amy Freeburg
Class 2
Freeburg Hay Company
Producer
PO Box 188
Gayville, SD  57031
Spouse: Gary
freeburghay@iw.net
(605) 267-4426 (Home)
(605) 267-4426 (Office)
(605) 660-2002 (Cell)
(605) 267-4420 (Fax)

Memberships: Yankton County Planning Commission, Avera Sacred 
Heart Board of Trustees (Vice Chair), Avera Sacred Heart Finance 
Committee (Chair), National Hay Association Board of Directors,  Yankton 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Healthcare, Govt.
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Carol Gillen
Class 2
Gillen Farm
Producer
25625 372nd Ave.
White Lake, SD  57383
Spouse: David
carolg@midstatesd.net
(605) 249-2385 (Home)
(605) 680-2356 (Cell)
(605) 249-2385 (Fax) 
Memberships: SD Corn Growers Assoc., SD No-

till Assoc., SD Wheat, Inc., SD Soybean Assoc., St. Peter’s Catholic Church 
member and youth instructor, GFWC, SD Sport Hunting Association 
Areas of Interest: Grain, Commodities/Marketing, Value-added Ag, Hunting

David Grinde
Class 2
Grinde Family Farm
Producer
44313 245th St. SE.
Salem, SD  57058
Spouse: Sue
david_grinde@hotmail.com
(605) 247-3264 (Home)
(605) 446-3838 (Office) 
Memberships: Minnehaha Pork Producers Coun-
cil, SD Pork Producers, Salem Lutheran Church

Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Landowner Rights, Livestock, 
Youth in Ag

Bonnie Halverson
Class 1
Halverson Farms
Producer
44852 101st St.
Lidgerwood, ND  58053
Spouse: Clayton
cjhalver@tnics.com
(605) 738-2264 (Home)
Memberships: SD Farmers Union, Our Saviours 
Lutheran Church, American Legion Auxilliary 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Land-

owner Rights, Grain, Environment

Steve Halverson
Class 1
Halverson Farms, Halverson Hunts, LLC
Producer
118 Terri Lane
Pierre, SD  57501
Spouse: Connie
halverson@pie.midco.net
(605) 224-6334 (Home)
(605) 222-0270 (Cell) 
Memberships: SD Wheat Commission Board, 
SD Wheat, Inc., SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., SD 

Sport Hunting Assoc., S.D. Corn Growers Assoc. 
Areas of Interest: Grain, Hunting

Pam Geppert
Class 1
Dakota Farm Talk
Farm Broadcaster
25764 3355th Ave.
Kimball, SD  57355
Spouse: Kent
geppert@midstatesd.net
(605) 778-6227 (Home)
(605) 778-6227 (Office)

Memberships: SD State Fair Commission, Nat’l 
Assoc. of Farm Broadcasters, SD Farm Bureau, SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., 
SDSU Alumni Council, Brule Co. 4-H Leaders Assoc., St. Margaret’s Cath-
olic Church, American Angus Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Land Use, Livestock Development,  Economic Development

Roger Gerdes
Class 1
Producer
36090 Cow Camp Place
Miller, SD  57362
Spouse: Marcia
gerdes@mncomm.com
(605) 853-0280 (Home)
(605) 870-3135 (Cell)
(605) 853-3853 (Fax)
 
Memberships: SD Beef Industry Council, Nat’l 

Cattelemen’s Beef Assoc., SD Beef Breeds Council, Hand Co. Livestock 
Development and Crop Improvement, SDRL SCAT Society
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Recreation, Hunting

Jim Gerwing
Class 1
380 Kamnic St.
Pierz, MN 56364
(320) 468-2646 (Home)
Spouse: Doreen
 
Memberships: American Society of Agronomy, 
Soil Science Society of America, Professional 
Soil Scientists Assoc. of SD
 
Areas of Interest: Soils, Crops

James Gilkerson
Class 4  
Jerseydale Farms
Dairy Owner
530 34th Ave.
Brookings, SD  57006
Spouse: Kysa
jimkysa@itctel.com
(605) 693-3014 (Home)
(605) 691-2018 (Cell)
(605) 693-3378 (Office)
 

Memberships: Brookings Co. Farm Bureau, Brookings Rotary Club, 
Brookings Wesleyan Church
 
Areas of Interest: Dairy, Govt.
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Doug Hoff
Class 1
Producer
1610 Branding Iron Dr.
Spearfish, SD  57783
Spouse: Molly
doug@scotchcap.com
(605) 722-2174 (Home)
(605) 484-8688 (Cell)
 
Memberships: American Lutheran Church, Grand 
Electric Coop, Community State Bank board, 

FHA, County water board

 
Brent Hoffman
Class 3
Rifle Ranch, Inc.
Producer
Box 65
White Owl, SD  57762
Spouse: Gina
bbar2@gwtc.net
(605) 985-5516 (Home)
(605) 985-5516 (Fax)
 
Memberships: NCBA, R-Calf, NRA, Our Lady 

of Victory Catholic Church, Way West Tae Kwon Do Club

 
Dwight Hossle
Class 3
Dakota Bank
Market President & Producer
PO Box 98
Faulkton, SD  57438-0098
Spouse: Rhonda
dwight.hossle@dacotabank.com
(605) 598-6751 (Home)
(605) 598-6211 (Office)
(605) 380-4677 (Cell)
(605) 598-4412 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Faulkton Develoment Corp., Business & Professional As-
soc., Faulkton Housing & Redevelopment; United Methodist Church Coun-
cil, SD Bankers Assoc. Ag Credit Committee, American and SD Chianina 
Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Finance, Landowner Rights, 
Govt., Livestock Development, Economic Development, Youth in Ag, Val-
ue-added Ag, Regulatory Oversight

Bill Hansen
Class 1
Hansen Farms
Producer, Finance Counselor, Economic 
Development Co.
2201 State St.
Centerville, SD  57014
Spouse: Jan
bjhansen@ncinet.net
(605) 563-2019 (Home)
(605) 563-2484 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Secretary-SDARL Board, Value-added Finance Authority 
Board, South Eastern Council of Govt. board, Sioux Empire Housing Part-
nership board, Inter-lakes Community Action Partnership board, Center-
ville Development board, Centerville Rotary-Secretary, Centerville School 
Board-President
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Banking/Finance, Economic 
Development, Govt., Education, Livestock Development, Grain, Non-farm 
Opportunities, Tourism, Water Development, Youth in Ag, Value-added Ag

Russ Hazel
Class 4
Poet Biorefining Hudson
Grain Merchandiser & Farmer
48290 296th St.
Hudson, SD  57034
Spouse: Anita
rhazel@siouxriverethanol.com
(605) 984-2233 (Home)
(605) 984-2222 (Office)
(605) 670-2858 (Cell)

Memberships: Hudson Fire & Rescue, Hudson Economic Development
 
Areas of Interest: Bio-energy, Economic Development, Commodities/
Marketing

Londa Hexum
Class 4
JR Farms
Producer
21732 468th Ave.
Volga, SD  57071
Spouse: Robb 
hexums@svtv.com
(605) 693-4189 (Home)
(605) 690-1781 (Cell)

Memberships: Medary Township board, Ameri-
can Angus Assoc., Lake Campbell Improvement Assoc.
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Kevin Jaspers
Class 4
Farm Credit Services of America
Ag Lender/Producer
1560 W. Lake Dr.
Madison, SD  57042
Spouse: Teri
jaspersk@fcsamerica.com
(605) 256-2819 (Home)
(605) 658-3953 (Office)
(605) 940-0074 (Cell)
(605) 256-0086 (Fax)

 
Memberships: East Central Habitat for Humanity Director/V-P, Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church Parish, Council Chairman, Knights of 
Columbus Trustee, Madison Ag Chamber of Commerce

Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Finance, Education, Livestock 
Development, Grain, Youth in Ag, Recreation, Hunting

Mike Jaspers
Class 4
Producer
46831 262nd St.
Sioux Falls, SD  57107
Spouse: Robin
mrjaspers@msn.com
(605) 362-1698 (Home)
(605) 310-2500 (Cell)
 
Memberships: SD Corngrowers Assoc., Gla-
cial Lakes Corn Processors, Hanson Co. Oil 

Producers, Knights of Columbus, St. Katharine Drexel Catholic Church

Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Govt., Bio-energy, Value-
added Ag, Hunting

 
Terry Jaspers
Class 3
Farm Credit Services of America
Ag Lender/Producer
310 E. 5th Ave.
Sisseton, SD  57262
Spouse: Sandi
jasperst@fcsamerica.com
(605) 698-3168 (Home)
(605) 882-4030 (Office)
(605) 881-0923 (Cell)
(605) 698-3973 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Sisseton City Council, Sisseton Area Promotion board, 
Sisseton Economic Development board, Coteau Des Prairies Hospital 
board, St. Peter’s Church trustee, Knights of Columbus
 
Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Hunting, Finance, Govt., 
Tourism, Value-added Ag

Lynn Hurley
Class 3
Valent USA Ag Chemicals
Sales Rep
48032 277th St.
Canton, SD  57013
Spouse: Marilyn
lynn.hurley@valent.com
(605) 987-5887 (Home)
(605) 595-3684 (Cell)
(925) 817-3198 (Fax/Phone)

Memberships: SDARL Board, SF Chamber of Commerce, SDARL Alumni 
President, Canton Youth Recreation, Grand Valley Church, Rotary
 
Areas of Interest: Youth in Ag, Economic Development, Recreation

Paul Iburg
Class 4
HDP Farms, Inc.
Producer
25098 421st Ave.
Alexandria, SD  57311
Spouse: Kathy
piburg@triotel.net
(605) 239-4690 (Home)
(605) 770-6074 (Cell)
 
Memberships: Jasper Township clerk, SB As-

soc., SD Wheat Growers Assoc., SD Corn Growers Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Bio-energy, Commodities/Marketing

Eric Iversen
Class 4
Producer
PO Box 209
Murdo, SD  57559
Spouse: Shannon
iversenangus@msn.com
(605) 669-2796 (Home)
(605) 295-0026 (Cell)

Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Land 
use, Livestock Development, Value-added Ag

David Iverson
Class 3
Iverson Farms
Producer
19663 479th Ave.
Astoria, SD  57213
Spouse: Miriam
iverfarm@itctel.com
(605) 259-3281 (Home)
(605) 695-2614 (Cell)
(605) 794-2772 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Gideons, SD Corn Growers, Deubrook Area School Board, 
Brookings Assembly of God Church, WISHH board, SD Soybean Assoc., 
SD Soybean Promotion Council (Chair)

Areas of Interest: Land Owner Rights, Education, Bio-energy, Value-
added Agriculture
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Merrill Karlen
Class 3
Karlen Cattle Co.
Producer
103 Elm St.
Oacoma, SD  57365
Spouse: Karen
kkarlen@yahoo.com
(605) 734-6778 (Home)
(605) 223-2016 (Office)
(605) 730-5640 (Cell)
(605) 734-0970 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Cattlemen’s Beef Board, SD Beef Industry Council, SD 
Cattlemen’s Assoc., Nat’l Cattlemen’s Beef Assoc., United Church of 
Christ board
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Land Use, Value-added  
Ag, Govt.

Wally Knock
Class 3
Knock Farms
Producer
19337 421st Ave.
Willow Lake, SD  57278
Spouse: Kathy
k6knock@cs.com
(605) 625-5541 (Home)
(605) 625-5541 (Office)
  
Memberships: UCC Church, Willow Lake School 

board, SD Wheat Growers Assoc. board, Clark Community Oil, Tri-County 
Pork Producers, SD Cattlemen’s Assoc.,  Nat’l Cattlemen’s Assoc.,  Maine 
Anjou Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Govt., Education

Sonja Kroupa
Class 2
Kroupa Farms
Insurance Agent/Producer
35409 243rd St.
Pukwana, SD  57370
Spouse: Robert
sonya.kroupa@fbfs.com
(605) 894-4483 (Home)
(605) 234-5739 (Office)
(605) 999-0070 (Cell)
(605) 894-4155 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Kimball Ambulance, Drips Post 130 Auxilliary, Kimball 
School, DIAL Consortium; Mid-Central Coop

Tom Jass
Class 3
Farmers National Company
Farm Manager
401 S. 3rd Ave.
Brandon, SD  57005-1253
Spouse: Linda
tjass@farmersnational.com
(605) 582-2791 (Home)
(605) 582-2798 (Office)
(605) 366-8031 (Cell)
(605) 582-3350 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Midwest region director, Management Ed committee, 
American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers, SD Chapter 
of American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers, Brandon 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, Blessed Redeemer Lutheran Church
 
Areas of Interest: Ag Land Assessment, Ag Real Estate, Economic  
Development, Taxation

Sam Johnston
Class 3
Johnston Ranch
Producer
21216 River Rd.
Elm Springs, SD  57791
Spouse: Cary
threelazyj@gwtc.net
(605) 798-2200 (Home)
(605) 685-5431 (Cell)
(605) 798-2200 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Elm Springs Church, Elm Springs Fire Dept.
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Land Use, Water Develop-
ment, Hunting

Cody Jorgensen
Class 1
Jorgensen Land & Cattle
Producer
31246 265th St.
Ideal, SD  57541
Spouse: Abby
cody@jorgensenfarms.com
(605) 842-0676 (Home)
(605) 842-3217 (Office)
(605) 842-3595 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Rosebud Cattlemen’s Assoc., Country Pride Coop board, 
Truth Keepers board, Knights of Columbus
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Land Use
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Jesse Lewis
Class 4
Lewis Angus Ranch
Producer
5810 Peaceful Pines Rd
Black Hawk, SD  57718
Spouse: Kathy
jklewis@rushmore.com
(605) 787-5439 (Home)
(605) 391-2044 (Cell)
 
Memberships: Black Hills Stock Show Founda-

tion, Central States Fair, Black Hills Angus Assoc., American Angus Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development

Jeff Madison
Class 2
JEM Farms
Producer
21614 418th Ave.
Iroquois, SD  57353
Spouse: Barb
jbmadison@dakotablue.net
(605) 546-2125 (Home)

Areas of Interest: Landowner Rights, Taxation, 
Economic Development, Govt., Education

Jason McAreavey
Class 4
McAreavey Farms
Producer
25029 456th Ave.
Montrose, SD  57048
Spouse: Sarah
jason.mcareavey@hotmail.com
(605) 363-3769 (Home)
(605) 940-7472 (Cell)

Kenny McFarland
Class 2
K+K Cattle Company
Producer
21833 141st Pl.
Piedmont, SD  57769
Spouse: Kelli
k_kcattle@msn.com
(605) 787-4277 (Home)
 
Memberships: SD Farm Bureau, Piedmont 
Valley Lutheran Church, Elk Creek First District, 
Elk Vale Township

Daniel Larson
Class 4
First Premier Bank
Ag Lender
45149 306th St.
Volin, SD  57072
Spouse: Staci
dalarson11@yahoo.com
(605) 267-0131 (Home)
(605) 267-2665 (Office)
(605) 677-9483 (Cell)
 

Memberships: Wakonda Community Development Corp., Wakonda Heri-
tage Manor, Wakonda Community Club, Gayville Lutheran Church Board 
Areas of Interest: Financing, Livestock Development, Grain, Value-added 
Ag, Economic Development

 
Don Larson
Class 1
Larson Auctions
Auctioneer
2533 54th St. W.
Brookings, SD  57006
Spouse: Sharon
larsons@itctel.com
(605) 693-4210 (Home)
(605) 695-4210 (Cell)
(605) 693-3602 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Rotary, SD Auctioneers Assoc, Brookings Co. Democrats, 
Nat’l Assoc. of Counties board, SDSU Growth Partnership board, First 
Lutheran Church, Oakwood Lakes Development Corp., Brookings Cham-
ber, Brookings Co. Commission Chair, Great Plains Public Policy Institute, 
Brookings Co. Rail Authority, Farmers Union, Nat’l Assoc. Counties Rural 
Action Caucus, Center for Rural Affairs 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Livestock, Education, Environment, Water De-
velopment, Economic Development, Land Use, Bio-energy, Regulatory 
Oversight, Value-added Ag, Taxation, Real Estate

Lucas Lentsch
Class 2
Self Employed/Producer
42482 Golf View Dr.
Britton, SD  57430
Spouse: Laura
llentsch@venturecomm.net
(605) 448-2660 (Home)
(605) 448-2600 (Office)
(605) 237-8942 (Cell)
(605) 448-2699 (Fax)
 

Memberships: SDARL Board, SD Republican Party, Glacial Lakes Area 
Development, VFW, American Legion, Marshall Co. Republicans, SD 
Stockgrowers Assoc., Nat’l Auctioneers Assoc., SD Auctioneers Assoc., 
St. John DeBritto Church, Knights of Columbus, Britton Chamber of Com-
merce, International Dairy Foods Assoc., Institute of Food Technologists
 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Livestock Development, Grain, Non-farm Op-
portunities, Economic Development
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Dan Oedekoven 
Class 4 
SDSU Extension 
Extension Associate/Community Innovation & 
Leadership
13903 Falcon Pl. 
Sturgis, SD 57785 
Spouse: Dixie 
dan.oedekoven@sdstate.edu 
(605) 347-2416 (Home) 
(605) 394-2236 (Office) 
(605) 394-6607 (Fax)
(605) 381-5321 (Cell) 

Memberships:  SD Extension Specialist Assoc., National Assoc. of Com-
munity Development Extension Professionals, Epsilon Sigma Phi, Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Assoc., Sturgis Church of Christ

Renee Olson
Class 3
Olson Farms
Producer
44228 150th St.
Waubay, SD  57273
Spouse: Ron
rolson@itctel.com
(605) 947-4439 (Home)
(605) 880-0757 (Cell)
(605) 947-4439 (Fax)
 

Memberships: FSA Co. Committee, SD Corn Growers Assoc., Nat’l Corn 
Growers Assoc., Waubay School parent advisory board, Cornerstone Mar-
riage Ministry mentor
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Govt., Value-added Ag

Karla Pazour
Class 1
Pazour Family Farm and Feedlot
Producer
25725 350th Ave.
Pukwana, SD  57370
Spouse: Tim
pazour@midstatesd.net
(605) 894-4490 (Home)
(605) 730-1720 (Cell)
 
Memberships: American Cattlewomen, SD Cat-

tlemen’s Assoc, Nat’l Cattlemen’s Assoc., Missouri Valley Ambulance District 
board, SD Corn Growers Assoc., SD Soybean Assoc., American Coalition 
of Ethanol

Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Economic Development

 
Rachel Mehlhaf
Class 4
Farm Credit Services of America
Ag Lender
6500 S. Avalon Ave. Apt. 205
Sioux Falls, SD  57108
rachelmehlhaf@yahoo.com
(605) 212-1245 (Home)
(800) 658-3953 (Office)
(605) 212-1245 (Cell)

Memberships: Agriculture Future of America 
Alliance, Sioux Falls Chamber Ag Division, Sioux Empire Farm Show 
Angus Show Co-Chair, Trinity Reformed Church member - Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota FFA Alumi 
 
Areas of Interest: Finance, International Agriculture, Tourism, Youth in Ag

John Morse
Class 2
Morse Angus
Producer
44906 230th St.
Madison, SD  57042
Spouse: Kris
jmorse@svtv.com
(605) 256-9863 (Home)
(605) 480-4853 (Cell)
(605) 256-9865 (Fax)
 

Memberships: McCook/Miner/Lake Cattlemen’s Assoc., American Angus 
Assoc., Trinity Lutheran Church, SD Corn Growers Assoc., SD Soybean 
Assoc., Lake Co. 4-H Advisory Board
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Grain

Jim Nielsen
Class 1
First Dakota National Bank
Credit Analyst
8 Prairie Drive
Wakonda, SD  57073
Spouse: Mary
jmnielsen@iw.net
(605) 267-6643 (Home)
(605) 267-6643 (Office)
(605) 661-5937 (Cell)
(605) 267-0107 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Wakonda Heritage Manor (Director), Wakonda Commu-
nity Club, Wakonda Development Corp.
 
Areas of Interest: Finance, Commodities/Marketing, Grain, Livestock 
Development, Bio-energy, Economic Development, Value-added Ag
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Steve Pohl
Class 4
SDSU Extension
Ag Engineer
1604 Robin Rd.
Brookings, SD  57006
Spouse: Kathy
stephen.pohl@sdstate.edu
(605) 392-9081 (Home)
(605) 688-5662 (Office)
(605) 695-7997 (Cell)
 

Memberships: American Society of Ag and Biological Engineers, 
Minkota Agri-Builders and Equipment Assoc., Rural Technologies, Inc., 
Heartland Milk Labs
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Biotechnology

Scott Phillips
Class 2
North Star Ranch/River View Lodge
Producer/Lodge Owner
16453 Hope Rd.
New Underwood, SD  57761
Spouse: Paula
wscottphillips@hotmail.com  
(605) 985-5573 (Home)
(605) 515-0014 (Cell)
(605) 985-5255 (Fax)
 

Memberships: SD Farm Bureau, Hereford Volunteer Fire Dept, Hereford 
Country Church

 
Dave Poppens
Class 3
OK Corral Farms, Inc.
Producer
46827 275th St.
Lennox, SD  57039
Spouse: Charis
okcorral@wildblue.net
(605) 647-5695 (Home)
(605) 366-6572 (Cell)
 
Memberships: Lennox School board, SD Soy-

bean Assoc., Eastern Farmers Coop director, SD Corn Growers Assoc., 
SD Farm Bureau, SD Cattlemen’s Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Education, Livestock Development

Anita Pepin
Class 4
Bovine AI Tech and Consulting
11014 Hardin Rd.
Belle Fourche, SD  57717
Spouse: Ray
apepin@mato.com
(605) 644-0369 (Home)
(605) 644-0369 (Office)
(605) 641-0634 (Cell)
(605) 644-0369 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Red Cross, Black Hills Stock Show Foundation, Central 
States Fair
 
Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Fianance, Economic Develop-
ment, Bio-energy, Govt., Livestock Development, Value-added Ag

Brandon Peterson
Class 3
Hubbard Feeds/Peterson Angus
Beef Specialist
104 Church St.
Alcester, SD  57001
Spouse: Becky
petersonangus@hotmail.com
(605) 934-2130 (Home)
(712) 299-1717 (Cell)
 
Memberships: American Angus Assoc., church 

board president, Alcester-Hudson School board
 
Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Livestock Development, Value-
added Ag

Jim Petrik
Class 1
Petrik Farms
Producer
45251 309th St.
Gayville, SD  57031
Spouse: Sharon
petrikfarms@knology.net
(605) 267-4130 (Home)
(605) 661-7179 (Cell)
(605) 267-4240 (Fax)
 

Memberships: GV School Board President, SD Pork Producers Council 
Exec Board, Farm Bureau, Nat’l Corn Growers Assoc., Corn Growers 
Assoc., American Soybean Assoc., SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., Nat’l Catt-
lemen’s Beef Assoc. and 4-H

Areas of Interest: Govt., Education, Livestock Development, Youth in Ag
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John Reisch
Class 3
Reisch Farms, Inc.
Producer
23379 434th Ave.
Howard, SD  57349
Spouse: Brenda
reischfarms@alliancecom.net
(605) 772-4396 (Home)
(605) 360-5845 (Cell)
(605) 772-4396 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Howard Industries board, SD Cattlemen’s feeder coun-
cil, Howard Township board, Miner Co. Community Revitalization, Farm 
Credit board
 
Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Livestock Development, Finance

Rebecka Richter-Havlik
Class 3
Pheasant Crest Lodge
Hunting/Producer
23625 365th Ave.
Kimball, SD  57355
Spouse: Brian
rhavlik@midstatesd.net
(605) 778-6380 (Home)
(605) 778-6340 (Office)
(605) 730-4001 (Cell)
(605) 778-6958 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Relay for Life, Toastmasters, Horizons Steering Committee
 
Areas of Interest: Land Use, Hunting, Recreation, Govt., Education

 
John Rickertsen
Class 4
SDSU Extension / West River Ag Center
Research Agronomist
8605  Heather Drive
Rapid City, SD  57702
Spouse: Jennifer
john.rickertsen@sdstate.edu
(605) 343-4993 (Home)
(605) 394-2236 (Office)
(605) 391-7142 (Cell)
 

Memberships: Agronomy Society of America, SD Seed Certification board

Cheri Rath
Class 2
SD Value Added Ag Development Center
Executive Director
29409 US Hwy. 14
Pierre, SD  57501
Spouse: Mark
cheri.rath@yahoo.com
(605) 224-9071 (Home)
(605) 224-9402 (Office)
(605) 350-3128 (Cell)
(605) 224-9071 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Cooperation Works!, SD Livestock Development Founda-
tion, Central South Dakota Foster Parent Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Value-added Ag, Economic Development

Jason Reed
Class 3
Reed Ranch
Producer
19486 Brushie Creek Rd.
Faith, SD  57626
jreed@gwtc.net
(605) 739-5601 (Home)
(605) 739-5601 (Fax)
 
Memberships: SD Stockgrowers, Nat’l Grass-
lands Coalition, Great Plains Native Plant Soci-

ety, Faith School Board, Faith United Methdist Church

 
Marc Reiner
Class 2
Reiner Farms LLP
Producer
28423 413th Ave.
Tripp, SD  57376
Spouse: Carrie
cmreiner@hotmail.com
(605) 935-6260 (Home)
(605) 935-6260 (Office)
(605) 770-1704 (Cell)
(605) 935-6260 (Fax)
 

Memberships: SD Farm Bureau, Friedens Reformed Church
 
Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Education
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Curtis Samson
Class 4
Muskrat Farm Supply
Businessman/Producer
43730 119th St.
Lake City, SD  57247
Spouse: Susan
curtis.samson@plantpioneer.com
(605) 486-4136 (Home)
(605) 486-4233 (Office)
(605) 380-8732 (Cell)
  

Memberships: SD Soybean Growers Assoc., SD Corn Growers Assoc., 
Coteau Hlils Processors, Eden Development Corp.
 
Areas of Interest: Bio-energy,Seed and Grain, Economic Development

Brad Sanderson
Class 3
Citizen’s State Bank
Vice-President
44678 208th St.
Lake Preston, SD  57249
Spouse: Kathy
brad.sanderson@csbarlington.com
(605) 983-4699 (Home)
(605) 983-5594 (Office)
(605) 860-0478 (Cell)
(605) 983-3246 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Lake Preston Development Corp (President), Lake Pres-
ton Higher Education Foundation, SD Bankers Assoc., SD Synod ELCA 
Faith Builders Advisory Board, SDARL Alumni Secretary
 
Areas of Interest: Finance, Livestock Development, Youth in Ag, Eco-
nomic Development

Kirk Schaunaman
Class 1
Schaunaman Farms
Producer
13627 383rd Ave.
Aberdeen, SD  57401
Spouse: Kim
kksch@nrctv.com
(605) 225-8195 (Home)
(605) 2161255 (Cell)
 
Memberships: SD Farmers Union, SD Corn 

Utilization Council, Brown Co. FSA County Committee
 
Areas of Interest: Bio-energy, Economic Development, Commodities/
Marketing

Michelle Robbins
Class 3
Deer Creek Cabinets/SDARL
Co-owner/Program Director
21025 478th Ave.
White, SD  57276
Spouse: Pat
mrobbins@itctel.com
(605) 693-4193 (Home)
(605) 688-5440 (Office)
(605) 695-3413 (Cell)
(605) 693-1360 (Fax)

 
Memberships: American Legion Auxilliary, 4-H, White Community Club, 
St. William’s Catholic Church, Brookings Area Builders Assoc., Cabinet 
Makers of America
 
Areas of Interest: Youth in Ag, Education, Govt., Non-farm Opportunities, 
Rural Healthcare

Lola Roseth
Class 4
Roseth Brothers Ranch
Haakon County Emergency Mgr./Producer
20115 Manilla Rd.
Midland, SD  57552
Spouse: Duane
lolaroseth@gwtc.net
(605) 567-3515 (Home)
(605) 567-3555 (Office)
(605) 280-1869 (Cell)

Memberships: Farm Bureau, SD Emergency Medical Technicians Assn., 
Deep Creek Lutheran Church.
  
Areas of Interest: Economic Development, Govt., Education, Livestock 
Industry, Tourism

Lura Roti
Class 4
Tri-State Neighbor/Free Lance Writer
Journalist
840 W. 9th St.
Sioux Falls, SD  57104
Spouse: Shon
LuraRobison@yahoo.com
(605) 695-5872 (Cell) 
 
Memberships: Sioux Falls Farm Show, Ag 
Future of America Alliance, SD FFA Alumni
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Jeff Smeenk
Class 3
Center of the Nation Cattle Company
Producer
12771 Orman Rd.
Newell, SD  57760
Spouse: Kim
cn_ranch@sdplains.com
(605) 456-0200 (Home)
(605) 210-2094 (Cell)
 
Memberships: Nat’l Cattlemen’s Beef Assoc., 

SD Cattlemen’s Assoc., SD Farm Bureau, SD Public Lands Council, Butte 
Co. Conservation District, Belle Fourche Masonic Lodge
 
Areas of Interest: Land Use, Livestock Development, Value-added ag, 
Water Development

John Smith
Class 1
JCS Farms, Inc.
Producer
2507 Valley Rd.
Yankton, SD  57078
Spouse: Jacki
jcsfarms@iw.net
(605) 665-4439 (Home)
(605) 665-4439 (Fax)
 
Memberships: Mission Hill watershed, Yankton 

Area Pheasants Forever, Yankton Youth Wrestling
 
Areas of Interest: Water Development, Hunting

Nathan Sparks
Class 2
Dakota Mac – First Dakota National Bank
Ag Lender
1612 E. 2nd Ave.
Mitchell, SD  57301
Spouse: Audra
nsparks@dakotamac.com
(605) 996-8041 (Home)
(605) 995-7916 (Office)
(605) 770-1607 (Cell)
(605) 995-7938 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Mitchell Area Ag Committee (Chairman), SD Bankers 
Assoc.-Ag Committee, Extreme Ranch Bull Riding, Inc., Mitchell Ducks 
Unlimited co-chair, SDARL Alumni treasurer
 
Areas of Interest: Landowner Rights, Economic Development, Finance, 
Land Use

Karl Schenk
Class 4
Schenk Farms
Owner/Producer
946 Wynstone Dr.
Jefferson, SD  57038
Spouse: Nancy
kschenk2@gmail.com
 
Memberships: Mission Hill Farmers Elevator 
board, Yankton Co. Planning board, Clay-
Yankton Irrigators

Dewayne Siebrasse
Class 2
Cattlecents Consulting, Inc.
Owner/Nutritional Consultant
3522 Rolling Meadows Dr.
Aberdeen, SD  57401-8185
Spouse: Linda
dlrnsieb@abe.midco.net
(605) 225-7219 (Home)
(605) 228-5788 (Office)
(605) 228-5788 (Cell)
(605) 226-1234 (Fax)

 
Memberships: American Society Animal Science, SD Cattlemen’s As-
soc., FFA Alumni, SD Stockgrowers Assoc., National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Assoc., R-Calf, SD Farmers Union, SD Farm Bureau, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, SDSU Alumni Assoc., American Coalition of Ethanol, ND Stock-
man’s Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Landowner Rights, Livestock Development, Education, 
Youth in Ag, Land Use, Economic Development, Value-added Ag, Bio-
energy

Bill Slovek
Class 4
Slovek Ranch
Producer
20925 Slovek Rd.
Philip, SD  57567
Spouse:  Pennie
slovekranch@hotmail.com
(605) 457-2311 (Home)
(605) 685-3588 (Cell)
 
Memberships: SD Farm Bureau, SD Cattle-

men’s Assoc., Nat’l Cattlemen’s Beef Assoc., South Dakota Grasslands 
Coalation
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development
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Roger Turbak
Class 3
First Premier Bank
Sr. Business Banking Officer
1625 Northridge Dr. # 208
Watertown, SD  57201
Spouse: Lissa
rturbak@firstpremier.com
(605) 753-0650 (Home)
(605) 884-2008 (Office)

Memberships: Watertown Chamber, Sioux Val-
ley Economic Development Corp., Lake Norden 

Assoc., Olson-Reid American Legion, Rotary
 
Areas of Interest: Banking/Finance

Mark Vanderwerf
Class 2
Farm Credit Services of America
Ag Lender
5805 W. Pebble Creek Rd.
Sioux Falls, SD  57106
Spouse: Michelle
vanderwerfm@fcsamerica.com
(605) 323-2347 (Home)
(605) 362-5218 (Office)
(605) 940-2270 (Cell)
(605) 362-4826 (Fax)
 

Areas of Interest: Commodities/Marketing, Finance, Grain, Youth in Ag, 
Value-added Ag

Doug Van Duyn
Class 1
Double “D” Feedyard
Producer
46316 250th St.
Colton, SD  57018
Spouse: Debbie
(605) 446-3469 (Home)

Memberships: Township board, SD Cattlemen’s, 
Colton Farmer’s Elevator, Lake Area Corn Pro-
cessors, Dakota Ethanol LLC
 

Areas of Interest: Bio-energy, Livestock Development

Todd Van Maanen
Class 3
Eisenbraun & Assoc.
Civil Engineer/VP
30994 434th Ave.
Yankton, SD  57078
Spouse: Michelle
toddv@eaweb.com
(605) 665-4842 (Home)
(605) 665-8092 (Office)
(605) 665-0523 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Yankton County Highway Committee, Yankton Chamber 
Ag Committee, SD Engineering Society, SD Council of Engineering, SD 
Cattlemen’s Asssoc., SD Pork Producers, Tri-State Dairy Assoc.
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Regulatory Oversight, Environment

Dana Stapleton
Class 4
Stapleton Farms
Producer
45696 116th St.
Sisseton, SD  57262
Spouse: Julie
stapltn@venturecomm.net
(605) 698-7079 (Home)
(605) 880-9371 (Cell)
 
Memberships: Sisseton Winter Calf Show com-

mittee, Farmers Coop Elevator board, Great Plains Financial board, Co-
unty Committee member, Sisseton Township board
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Commodities/Marketing, Land 
Use, Finance, Hunting

Kurt Stiefvater
Class 2
Stiefvater Farms
Producer
25108 445th Ave.
Salem, SD  57058
Spouse: Kathy
stiefarm@triotel.net
(605) 425-2523 (Home)
 
Memberships: McCook/Miner/Lake Cattlemen’s 
officer, Mitchell Vo-tech Adult Farm Mgmt. advi-

sory board, Richland Township Officer, Corn Growers Assoc., SB Growers 
Assoc.

 
Justin Stockall
Class 2
Rocking S Livestock Development Systems
Owner
PO Box 137
Hershey, NE  69143
(308) 539-3705 (Home)
 
Areas of Interest: Bio-energy, Economic Devel-
opment, Land Use, Value-added Ag

Bob Thaler
Class 3
SDSU Animal Science
Swine Extension Specialist
22171 469th Ave.
Brookings, SD  57006
Spouse: Karen
robert.thaler@sdstate.edu
(605) 693-4025 (Home)
(605) 688-5435 (Office)
(605) 695-6444 (Cell)
(605) 688-6170 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Habitat for Humanity, Masonic Lodge, American Society of 
Animal Science, Gideons, Faith Reformed Church 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Livestock Development Industry, Tourism, Wa-
ter Development, Land Use, Bio-energy, Youth in Ag, Hunting, Grain, Eco-
nomic Development, Tourism, Environment
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Julie Walker
Class 4
SDSU Extension
Beef Specialist
14918 Glenwood Dr.
Summerset, SD  57769
Julie.Walker@sdstate.edu
(605) 394-2236 (Office)
(605) 280-0171 (Cell)
 
Memberships: American Society of Animal  
Science, SD Cooperative Extension Specialist 
Assoc.

 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development

Chris Wirt
Class 2
Wirt Farms
Secretary/Producer
27811 455th Ave.
Parker, SD  57053
Spouse: Randy
wirtfarms@yahoo.com
(605) 297-3495 (Home)
(605) 297-3112 (Office)
(605) 366-3541 (Cell)
(605) 297-5598 (Fax)

 
Memberships: Grace Lutheran Church and Church Council
 
Areas of Interest: Youth in Ag

Susan Wismer
Class 1
Self-employed CPA
PO Box 147
Britton, SD  57430
Spouse: Mark
swismer@brittonsd.com
(605) 448-5189 (Home)
(605) 448-2572 (Office)
(605) 237-3086 (Cell)
 
Memberships: SD State Representative-Dis-

trict 1, Marshall County Democrats, Britton Economic Development, SD 
Farmers Union, SD Society of CPAs, Britton Area Hospice, Presbytery 
of SD
 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Finance, Non-farm Opportunities, Value-added 
Ag, Water Development, Education

Scott VanderWal
Class 3
VanderWal Farms, Inc.
Producer
730 N. Samara Ave.
Volga, SD  57071
Spouse: Michelle
scottvanderwal@msn.com
(605) 627-5479 (Home)
(605) 695-5479 (Cell)
 
Memberships: SD Farm Bureau (President), 

Ag United, First Reformed Church, American Farm Bureau
 
Areas of Interest: Livestock Development, Value-added Ag, Govt., Education

Kim Vanneman
Class 2
Vanneman Farms
Producer
31148 269th St.
Ideal, SD  57541
Spouse: Clint
cvanneman@gwtc.net
(605) 842-2751 (Home)
(605) 842-2751 (Fax)

Memberships: SD State Representative Dis-
trict 26B, Farm Bureau, Winner United Methodist Church
 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Education, Livestock Development, Economic 
Development, Grain, Finance, Value-added Ag, Regulatory Oversight

Jeanie Votava
Class 3
SD DENR
Natural Resources Engineer
20592 Chelsey Rd.
Pierre, SD  57501
jeanievotava@msn.com
(605) 945-0342 (Home)
(605) 773-6707 (Office)
(605) 280-2259 (Cell)
(605) 773-5286 (Fax)
 

Memberships: Outdoor Women of South Dakota, Canning Prairie Cem-
etary board
 
Areas of Interest: Govt., Livestock Development, Regulatory Oversight, 
Environment
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Personal Gain Comments from Alumni

• We have enough people talking badly about 
agriculture; we need more positives from ag that 
are grass-roots based.

• The time you spend in SDARL will increase 
your awareness of the world and its influences 
that will greatly benefit your family, business 
and community.

•     SDARL doesn’t want people who have time, 
they want people who make time.

•     The time you spend in SDARL is a life-
changing experience that will hold a lifetime 
memory and networking within the state that is 
invaluable.

•     This class helps you become more efficient and 
better at delegating.

•     SDARL broadens horizons.

• SDARL has literally changed my life, both 
personally and professionally.

• It really gave me insight into characteristics I 
have that are strong and ones I need to improve 
upon.

• I expected the education and leadership training 
to be excellent, but what surprised me was how 
much fun the bonding and friendships have 
been.

• SDARL has been the greatest learning 
experience of my life.

• I have learned that leaders come in all different 
shapes and forms.

• I have gained a professional network of friends 
and ag associates throughout the state.

• I have gained the importance of reading books. 
I am a better listener. I am more willing to step 
up and get things done. I hope I am a better 
parent and husband.

• I’ve gained more self confidence on issues and 
also at public speaking.


